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The Heart of Love
By Rev. Kati L. Houts

Valentine's Day which is a cele-The U.S.Greeting Card Asso all the wisdom and knowl-
brated onFebruary 1% is the ciation estimates that approxi edge we will need to live a
traditional day on which we mately one billion valentine:vital life. Yes | am talking
express our love for that someare sent each year worldwid about God. God does not
one special in our lives by sendmaking this day the seconneed to send us flowers on a
ing Valentine's cardsor largest  cargending holiday special day because everyday
candy, or flowers or all of theof the year behin€hristmas is  special to God and flow-
aforementioned. Sometimes ers can be found in abundance
special dinner dates or weeken¢y 3| ent i neds Dgall over this world. Thesg ¢
getaways are a part of the celexffirming our love for someon: flowers were created just for
bration as well. special. The irony of all of this US.

This day is named after two of It is the love of God within
the numerous Early Christi each of us that inspires our
martyrs named Valentine The need to share our love with
day became associated w others. This is because all
romantic lovein the circle of love comes from God. We
Geoffrey Chaucein High Mid- are asked to share it with oth-

HIV Testing dle Ages when the tradition ¢ ers no matter who they are.
. courtly loveflourished. When you share this love, the
Sunday Activities doors to abundant living not
Val entineds D: only open for you but for the
Congregational associated with the mutual e world around you to enjoy.
Meeting change of love notes in ti This is at the heart of MCC of
form of "valentines." Moderi El Paso when we
Newsletter Name 4 Valentine symbols include tr love of God is f
heartshaped outline and the Above the door of our church
figure of the winged Cupid is that there is someone spec! S a large AVval

in our lives that loves us ever advertises this love for every-

day’ |0ves us for Who we art¢ one to see al’ld to enter into
loves us despite our faults ar With us as we grow in the
sees us for all we can be. Th light and love of God. God

do not send valentine: does love each of us be-
candy or flowers. Their gift tc yond our wildest  imagina-
us is an unconditional lifet 1 o n . And that
time love that will neverguar antee. Happ:

waiver. Itis a love that gives v Day!
strength and courage when v
are afraid or are suffering fror
a low selfesteem. It is a love
that guides us in our lives wit
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